



Sutton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held on Tuesday 23rd June 2020, 7.30pm via Zoom Video Conferencing

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr B Browne
Mr S Smith
Mr B Goodjohn

Mrs J Webb 




Miss B Skelham   
Mr B Collard 
Mr A Newton
Mrs S Partington
Mr B Watson 



Mr B Harker      

Mrs H Wales     Mr I Dewar
Parish Clerk:
Mrs R Hughes
            

Assistant Clerk:
Mrs M Wolland
(Minutes)
Members of the Public:
4 Members 





Cllr L Dupré


14/20
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies received and noted from Ms L Ruse
15/20
To receive declarations of interest
Mrs H Wales
Agenda item 25/20/3/i       Personal interest
       Dec No: 341/20
16/20
Public Participation

4 Members of the Public were present and wanted to speak about Agenda Item 21/20 
The points raised:-

· Open Space Group feel that the report title disputes, confuses and conflates their plan of works 

· The report makes no mention of the district council land 

· Cutting contract focuses on cutting back, different plants have different needs

· Focus areas the narrow grass verges on station road, Ely road, church lane with planting of more wild flowers

· North side of Ely Rd, Sutton Court/Near burial ground need looking at

· Open spaces group were concerned with the urban areas and improving them by planting bulbs and fruit trees  

· District council approved their ideas for their areas

· As suggested in the Grass verges report we should set up a working party and should include all relevant groups in the village and seek advice from Witchford that have a very effective and successful Open spaces group.
· The Conservation Society would like to thank the Parish Clerk for recommending the setting up a working party and welcome a meeting to safe guard future wild flower planting 
· The main interest areas have been Station Road, wild flowers were planted this spring, however not sure if the PC were notified of this 
· They welcome reviewing the Good Verges guide as it is a really good document and would be good to use this in the future

· Suggested that a map of the village with the areas for each council’s responsibility of land would be a good thing to have for the working group

· Conservation Society would be interested in joining the discussions on what can be done with the Telephone Box on the High Street near the shop

· A local resident had concerns regarding the road verge management and referred to Sutton’s Neighbourhood plan page 16, which mentions planting of wild flowers 
· Bio diversity – sympathetic management of native flowers and roadside hedge and verges 

· The county council have done a wonderful job with areas in East Cambs and know a lot about native management

· The Parish Council should be encouraged to change the emphasis for more sympathetic cutting

· A working party is welcomed and should help deal with elements of the Neighbourhood plan

· Making the changes to the cutting and improving open spaces can be done easily and won’t cost much and maybe save money in the long run

· The Conservation Society have been working on getting more youngsters involved and this is something that should be looked at

· If these changes could be done this year that would be great but if not next year. Having a working party will hopefully mean there is no miscommunication in the future.
17/20
Matters for Information only. 
1. Clerk to update on Communities Capital Fund – Expression of Interest.

The Parish Council at their meeting on the 26th May agreed to submit an expression of interest for the fund to upgrade the footpath at Bury lane and provide some outdoor gym equipment in the village.
The application has been submitted and we have been informed the demand is very high and they are oversubscribed with applications. We are waiting for further information.


2.
To note meeting with ECDC Planning & Linden Homes re: open space proposal.

Linden Homes have started discussions with the district council planning officer on the section 106 agreement in relation to public open space, burial grounds, football fields etc.

They are looking at the Neighbourhood Plan policies and working towards meeting those before further plans are submitted to the planning department. The formal application will be received via the normal planning process.

18/20
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 26th May 2020. 
It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved following a vote of 12 for and 1 abstention to approve the minutes of the 26th May as a true record of the meeting.
19/20
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart 

The resolution chart was noted.

20/20
To receive reports from:


1.
Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council.


2.
Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council

2. Questions from parish councillors.
· Cllr Dupré explained that all matters regarding the Covid 19 pandemic are ever changing, and Libraries and other community spaces will be opening from July 4th where possible providing they can be Covid Secure.

· Recycling centres are open, however Milton and St Neots now operating a booking system due to their locations and possible traffic issues

· Any statistics that she receives will be updated to her blog
· Local outbreak plans are in draft at the moment due to be finalised at the end of the week

· Onenetwork.org is now where to go to look for all roadworks and temporary road layouts

· Communities’ Capital fund – There was £5million allocated for this fund and they have over £10million worth of applications. Some have already been dispersed and agreed. There may be a 2nd phase where more will be allocated

· A142 BP roundabout, A10 road improvements, there have been lots of suggestions on how to improve this section or carriageway. There is an opportunity to express opinions and we will see what makes the cut

· Extension of Footpath from Church Lane to the new Co-op keen to see this continuation what is happening with this? In principle it was agreed by CC Highways committee but not everything on the list will get done it may run over into the second phase

· Climate Change Strategy – Now there is a district council group are they going to link into Parish Council working parties – The DC did have a plan to talk to a PC and in principle they seemed keen for Sutton to get in touch with them.
21/20
Cambridgeshire County Council - Grass verges 

1. To receive report from the clerk on Cambridgeshire County Council grass verges. 
The Grass Cutting report is presented to the council following the receipt of correspondence from a resident regarding verge cutting, which is why the report just relates to the CCC verge cutting.

The residents’ concerns were that wild flowers had been cut on the verge down Station road, the council believes that these have been planted by the Conservation society. 

Although a report had been received from the Open Spaces group last year, the council had not yet pursued the wild flower planting and had not been informed they had been planted and  the grass being cut as per the existing contract.

Grass verges/areas depending on who owns the land, depends on who cuts it. The 
· CCC verges are cut by a contractor arranged by the Parish Council.

· Parish Council areas are maintained by our village Lengthsman
· District Council land is maintained by them and we have no control over these areas 


The current CCC contract

In 2018 Sutton Parish Council awarded the grass verge cutting contract to Truelink Ltd for a 3 year period, this will complete at the end of 2020.  The contract was awarded based on the specification agreed with the county council which has been largely unchanged for over 20 years.

The renewal of the grass verge cutting contract at the end of 2020 provides the parish council with an opportunity to review the grass verge cutting specification to accommodate the planting of wild flowers in grass verges. It also provides an opportunity to consider the management guidelines listed in The Good Verge Guide published by Plantlife.

The parish council clerk will need to make arrangements to obtain quotations based on the new parish council specification in autumn 2020 for approval by the parish council.



The following points were discussed:-

· Confirmation that the areas being looked at for native planting of wild flowers and fruit trees are, Station road (both sides), Ely Road, junction with Tramar drive and A142, Corner of the Brook (Near School), Church Lane. 

· If wild flowers are planted it would mean no cutting until August and maybe October and grass cuttings to be taken away (Cut and collect) 

· Any areas of planting to have a ½ meter border so there is no encroachment on paths and roads
2. To consider recommendations for future management of grass verges.
1. Parish Council to set up a working party with members of the Open Spaces group/Conservation Society, with a remit to discuss and recommend a specification and maintenance/cutting regime for wild flower planting in the village. To be finalised in readiness for obtaining grass verge cutting quotations in autumn 2020 for the 2021 season.

2. The working group should consider the guidance provided in The Good Verge Guide and the requirement of the County Council not to obstruct views of drivers, cyclists and pedestrians at junctions.

3. The working party is requested to report to the September 2020 full council meeting in order to allow sufficient time for the parish council to approve the specification and for the clerk to obtain quotations.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved unanimously to approve all 3 recommendations for future management of grass verges. With the following amendments 
1. Parish Council to set up a working party with members of the Open Spaces group and Conservation Society, with a remit to discuss and recommend a specification and maintenance/cutting regime for any flower planting in the village. To be finalised in readiness for obtaining grass verge cutting quotations in autumn 2020 for the 2021 season.

Additional recommendation for the clerk to investigate whether it is possible to reduce any cuts in the short term before the expiry of the current contract.

It was agreed that Mr B Watson and Mr S Smith would represent the Parish council in the Working party and representatives Sutton Conservation Society and Open Spaces group would be invited to join
22/20
BT Telephone Kiosk – High Street.

1. Receive report from Clerk on BT Telephone kiosk. - Noted
2. To consider report and discuss way forward.
The clerk’s report gave information on the Telephone kiosk on the High Street near the shop. The Phone box is currently active and fully working and maintained by BT. It is also a listed building within Sutton Conservation area.
The Parish council can adopt the phone box and take it out of circulation and change the use of the phone box. As the telephone kiosk is a Listed Building, planning consent would be needed for change of use and other processes followed.

Potential uses for the phone box could be floral displays, book exchange, Art Gallery and such like.
Recommendation to council:
1.
Parish Council to discuss the future use of the telephone kiosk on The Green, High Street.

An amendment was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mr Dewar and resolved following a vote of 9 for, 1 against and 2 Abstentions to consult with residents in the village via the Summer Newsletter as to potential uses before proceeding with the adoption of the Telephone kiosk

The amendment was agreed and following a vote of 12 for and 1 Abstention to consult with residents in the village via the Summer Newsletter as to potential uses and then proceed with the adoption of the Telephone kiosk on The Green, High Street
23/20
Sutton Timebank & Covid-19 Response.

1. To receive a verbal update from the Clerk on the Timebank and Covid-19 response. 
Since the last update the Timebank has now reached over 900 hours of volunteer’s time, with 42 active volunteers and received requests from 71 households. 

To date there have been 997 newspapers delivered, with 6 volunteers who deliver 16 daily newspapers, 7 days a week. 216 requests for shopping, these range from a couple of items to full weekly shops. Other requests include post office trips, banking, friendly phone calls, collecting, delivering items and a few pharmacy trips.
The Timebank has 5 volunteers who are ringing users of the Timebank to check in and offer themselves as a phone buddy. There has been some lovely feedback from volunteers about how grateful some residents have been to have someone to chat to. So far, all those that have been contacted have asked for another call. 

Requests to the Time Bank are getting fewer as the weeks go on. People are now venturing out more and having family visit. As restrictions continue to ease, we feel we will start to be contacted less for COVID-19 support. The Time Bank will continue to offer our services for COVID-19 support for as long as they are needed. 
Community Face Covering Project

To date 545 masks have been requested and 100 requests in just one day yesterday, all have been made by the volunteers with material donated by other villagers or supplied via the Parish Council Covid Grants. 

Mr B Harker requested that it be minuted that the Timebank Coordinator, Assistant Clerk and Parish Clerk have done a very good job helping to support the village during these uncertain times.

24/20
Finance


1.
Finance Working Party – to note minutes of the meetings of 15th June 2020 - Noted


a)
To consider recommendations from the meeting.

i) Virement of £3,342 from the Connections bus budget to contingencies.  Due to the non-attendance of the youth bus this term. (Covid-19 lockdown).
It was proposed by Mr Inskip seconded by Mr Newton and resolved unanimously to approve the Virement of £3,342 from the Connections bus budget to contingencies.  Due to the non-attendance of the youth bus this term. (Covid-19 lockdown).
ii) Informal one year extension to the van lease for the same monthly sum.  This allows the council time to consider its requirements for another van.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip seconded by Mr Browne and resolved unanimously to approve an Informal one year extension to the van lease for the same monthly sum.  This allows the council time to consider its requirements for another van.
3. To approve payments
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to approve the following payments:
a) Online Payments

June



Salary payments & expenses
£7,587.83
HMRC



Tax & NIC


£3,954.00
LGSS 



Pension


£788.43
Veolia ES (UK) Ltd

Easi-bins


£138.68
IntouchCRM


Website 


£35.99
Fenland Fire Appliance
Appliance test & maint

£94.92
SLCC



Training


£36.00


Centradata Ltd


IT support and upgrade
£427.20

Fenland Leisure Products
Play equipment maint.

£837.80

The Copier Warehouse
Photocopier


£60.00

Briar Security


CCTV Maint.


£216.00

G & J Peck Ltd


Oil for mowers


£20.00

Truelink Ltd


Grass cutting


£537.12

Balfour Beatty


Street light maint.

£93.60

CAPALC


Chairman training

£50.00

Greg Blunt Decorating Ltd
The Glebe decorating

£2,784.00
Parish Online


Parish online subscription
£72.00
Alex Scott photography
Website photos

£75.00

Covid-19


Grant for food


£67.34

Sewing Daze


material for facemasks
£149.00









b)
Direct Debits






Volkswagen Leasing

Van Lease


£242.99






The Peoples Pension

Pension


£125.56





ECDC



Non-domestic Rates

£567.00





Excell



Mobile phones


£143.86





WAVE



Water rates – Glebe

£1.94






WAVE



Water rates – Pavilion

£2.54






SSE



Street lights


£82.48

3.
Year End Annual return and year end accounts for year ending March 2020.



3.1
To approve Year End Accounts – 31st March 2020 
a) To approve Year End Earmarked Reserves.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved unanimously to approve the Earmarked Reserves at £55,037.42

b) To approve General Reserve balance.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Harker and resolved unanimously to approve the General Balance Reserve at £75,099 

c) To approve Year End Accounts.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved unanimously to approve the year end accounts.


3.2
Annual Return – Year End 31st March 2020 
a) Section 1 – To complete and approve the annual governance statements 1 to 9.

Members acknowledged their responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements, and confirm that to the best of their knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31st March 2020 that:

Statement 1 - Yes -  
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 2 - Yes – 
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 3 - Yes – 
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 4 - Yes– 
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 5 - Yes – 
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 6 - Yes -
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 7 - Yes -
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.
Statement 8 - Yes – 
Proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously.

Statement 9
-
Not applicable. 

b) Section 2 – To approve the statement of accounts as presented by the RFO.
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to approve the statement of accounts – section 2, as presented by the RFO.
25/20
Planning 

             1.
Planning Approvals 

i) 20/00209/FUL. Land at junction of A142 Ely Road Sutton. Boundary amendments to previously approved application (16/01645/FUL) including associated car park alterations - Noted
ii) 20/00386/UL. 31 Mepal Road, Sutton. Single storey front extension to form new garage and conversion of existing garage to habitable room - Noted
iii) 20/00440/FUL. 50 High Street Sutton. Part demolition and conversion of existing workshop/garage to form single garage plus relocation of vehicular access - Noted
             2.
Planning Refusals – None Received to date

             3.   Planning Applications

i) 20/0177/RMM. Land Rear Of Garden Close Sutton. Reserved matters for Outline planning application 17/01445/OUM for erection of up to 53 houses to include public open space and details relating to access. Amendments received 

The additional information received includes further revisions to the Arboricultural Impact Assessment and Arboricultural Method statement, detailing which trees are to be removed and requested by Councils Tree Officer. Revised Drainage Strategy. Drawing indication a cross section of the South of the site. Attached are revised drawings which address the refuse comments. Refuse collection points have been added serving plots 6-7, 8-9, & 30-31. Refuse for apartments relocated. Further amendments to boundary treatment and materials. 

The application has since been refused by East Cambs District Council Planning team and therefore no further action is needed by the Parish Council.
Mr I Dewar left the meeting at 9:32pm
ii) 20/00630/FUM. Site south and west of The Bungalow, Brick Lane, Mepal. Erection of 55 dwellings, new access, estate roads, driveways, parking areas, open space, external lighting, substation and associated infrastructure – this is in Mepal Parish and Mepal Parish Council are therefore best placed to respond, ECDC to determine
iii) 20/00670/FUL. 102 High Street Sutton Ely Cambridgeshire CB6 2NW. To erect log cabin in garden of dwelling to be used as an annexe – ECDC to determine
            4.  Tree work applications and consents – None received
26/20
To receive reports from Committees and Working Parties


1.
To receive notes from the Climate Change working party. - 8th June 2020 - Noted

2.
To receive minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting – 2nd June 2020 - Noted
27/20
Covid-19 Risk Assessment.

1. To receive and consider covid-19 Risk assessment.  
The Parish Clerk advised the councilors that this is a moving document and would change in line with the Government guidelines. Will be updated as and when necessary.
The Parish Council has a duty of care to its staff and the risk assessment covers all areas of the workplace and all members of staff.
28/20
New Parish Council website

1. To receive update from clerk on new parish council website.

Sutton Parish Council agreed to instruct Vision ICT to plan and provide its new dedicated parish council website.  The clerk has been making arrangements with Vision ICT for this project.
The New website is under construction at the moment and the village will be updated in the Summer Newsletter with the new details. 
Mrs J Webb left the meeting at 10:05pm

Mrs S Partington left the meeting at 10:10pm

29/20
Litter and Dog bins.
Mrs J Webb reentered the meeting at 10:13pm

1. To review current provision, and identify need for areas in the village not covered
The Council reviewed the current locations of the litter bins and dog waste bins in the village at present and identified 3 new locations:-

Bury Lane (Around the Anchor) – Litter Bin

High Street (Fieldgate junction) – Litter Bin

The Row (beginning of the public footpath, that leads to Lawn Lane) – Dog Waste Bin

Also to replace the vandalised bin at the Football Fields, The Brook.

It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 2 against to approve the 3 new locations and replacement bin at a cost of £532.64 plus fixings, cost dependent on location, i.e. fixing into grass or hard surface and to consult with the village via the summer newsletter regarding other locations.

The clerk will make the requests to ECDC for new bins 
30/20
Footpath provision to the Co-op.

1. To receive reply from County Council 

The Parish clerk advised that the request was sent to CCC Highway development management engineer, which was copied to our County Councillor Lorna Dupré, MP Steven Barclay and ECDC planning department. 

Cllr Dupré supports the request, a letter was received from MP Steven Barclay, who has written to ECDC planning department in support of the Parish Council request and asked that it be put forward to the scheme for CPCA to pursue.
It has gone on to the county council committee and it has been identified on the list for inclusion 

31/20
Summer Newsletter 2020.
1. To discuss items for the summer 2020 newsletter.
The summer newsletter was discussed and the following items were identified to be added:-

Chairmans Letter, Timebank and Covid volunteer update, New Website details, Councillor update and consultations on Telephone Kiosk and Litter/Dog waste bins.
32/20
Diary Dates

Annual meeting of the Electorate – 21st July 2020 (via Zoom). - Noted
33/20
Date of Next Meeting(s)


Full Council – 28th July 2020 (Via Zoom) - Noted

The meeting closed at 10.31pm

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Chairman

Date………………………………………………………………..
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