SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held at 8pm on Monday 21st February 2022, in the Glebe Hall, 4 High Street, Sutton.

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr B Watson

Mr A Newton




Mr C Stevens

Mr B Browne

Miss B Skelham



Not Present:
Mr L Jordan, Mrs J Webb
Public:
1 member of the public





Clerk: Mrs R Hughes


Assistant Clerk – Mrs M Wolland

148/22
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies were received and noted from Mr S Amner. Mr B Collard. Mr Goodjohn and Mrs S Partington
149/22
To receive declarations of interest
Mr Newton
Agenda item 156/22/1/iv
     Prejudicial Interest
       Dec No: 356/22

Mr Watson
Agenda item 161/22/1         Personal Interest
       Dec No: 357/22

150/22
Public Participation

A member of the public wished to speak about agenda item 156/22/1/i the planning application for Garden Close, Sutton
The resident lives in Garden Close and has Golden Crested Newts in his garden pond and wanted to express his concerns over the current barrier/fence that has been placed around the pond on the proposed plot. This is obstructing the movement of the newts between all the ponds in the vicinity. This is also a criminal offence under the wildlife Act
The resident has contacted the local planning team and police about this but nothing has been removed as of this meeting. 

The resident also has concerns that the previous plans and reasons for refusals have not been addressed and that the Chalets cannot be classed as Bungalows as they have stairs to an upper floor. Drainage is also a concern and no changes have been made on the new application. 

151/22
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 25th January 2022.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved following a vote of 5 for and 1 abstention to approve the minutes as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 25th January 2022. 

Planning item 156/22/1/I moved from further down the agenda 

i) 22/00057/RMM. Land Rear Of Garden Close Sutton. Reserved Matters for appearance, landscaping, scale and layout for the erection of 51 homes including public open space of previously approved 17/01445/OUM Outline planning application for erection of up to 53 houses to include public open space and details relating to access
Note: Comments from resident - Noted

It was proposed by Mr Browne, Seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to request Outright refusal of the application 
The Parish Council supports the concerns submitted by local residents regarding the application. 

The Parish Council would also like to comment that the application is not in accordance with the Made Sutton Neighbourhood plan May 2019 Policy NP2 – Protecting and Maintaining Features of Landscape and Biodiversity Value.
All development proposals will be expected to retain existing features of landscape and biodiversity value (including trees, woodland, hedgerows, the open nature of meadowland and verges) and, where practical to do so, provide a net gain in biodiversity through, for example:

· the creation of new natural habitats;

· the planting of additional trees and hedgerows; and

· restoring and repairing fragmented biodiversity networks.

Where loss or damage is unavoidable, the benefits of the development proposals must be demonstrated clearly to outweigh any impacts and the development shall provide for appropriate replacement planting on site together with a method statement for the ongoing care and maintenance of that planting. Where a new access is created, or an existing access is widened through an existing hedgerow, a new hedgerow of native species shall be planted on the splay returns into the site to maintain the appearance and continuity of hedgerows in the vicinity.
Policy NP5 – Land East of Garden Close

The site is allocated for up to 25 dwellings that:

1. are predominantly low‐density single‐storey dwellings;

2. retains existing mature trees and hedgerows;

3. preserves and enhances views from the south towards the Church, from Lawn Lane eastwards and Station Road westwards across the cricket fields and open spaces;

The site should be developed in accordance with the Concept Statement illustrated in Figure 2 in this Plan.

A site‐specific flood risk assessment of the site will be required to be submitted as part of a planning application for the development. Development of the site should provide betterment, mitigation and management of flood risk, particularly in relation to surface and/or groundwater matters.

Policy NP7 – Housing Mix

Housing development must contribute to meeting the needs of the village. Planning proposals will be supported where development provides a mix of housing types and sizes that reflects the needs of local people, particularly in the need for two bedroomed dwellings as well as the needs of an ageing population looking to downsize into homes suitable for lifetime occupation

The Parish Council would like to refer the planning officers to review the substantial report by a neighboring resident that the Parish Council fully support.
The council also agreed for the Clerk to contact the Planning officer and request that the residents concern about the Great Crested Newts on the application site be addressed, as the current barriers around the newt pond need to be removed to allow the newts to naturally migrate to other ponds in the area. 
152/22
Matters for Information only
a) Clerk to report on ‘Create an Orchard’ application.

Council was successful in being donated 10 Fruit trees and these were planted in the Parish council orchard by the Conservation Society on Saturday 19th February.
b) Clerk to update on Section 106 agreement. (Mepal Road)

The council have appointed their solicitor and made comments on the agreement and passed this back to ECDC and Linden Homes. 

Linden homes have agreed they will pay the parish councils solicitor fees and we are waiting for the agreement to come back for signing. 

c) Clerk to update on new lease – Recreation ground.

The Parish Councils solicitor have asked the Poors Land solicitor to amend the lease agreement into a more legal format and this is now being reviewed. It is anticipated that this will be received back in March.
d) Youth Report from Cllr Stevens
Cllr Stevens has been looking into Youth provisions in the village and County and would like the council to bring this to a future agenda for discussion
153/22
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart 

The resolution Action chart was noted.
154/22
To receive reports in relation to Sutton from:


1.
Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council.- Noted

2.
Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council - Noted
155/22
Finance


1.
To approve payments.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Browne and resolved unanimously to approve the payments as listed:-



Online Payments


February

Salaries & expenses

£8,493.93


February

Cambs Pension Fund

£810.27


Truelink Ltd

Grass cutting


£295.60


Veolia Ltd

Easi-bins


£128.28


The Copier Warehouse Photocopying


£85.06



ESPO


Office supplies


£137.28


Gallagher

Insurance


£4128.56



SLCC Enterprises
Themed Summit 

£108.00



Centradata

Support & Maintenance

£364.80


Ely Skip Hire

Tipper collection (paddock)
£96.00



Good Vibes Local
Job Ad



£49.00



TSO Host

Website hosting (NP)

£41.99



Direct Debits


B & CE


Peoples Pension

£133.43


ECDC


Non-domestic rates

£18.00


Excell


Mobile phones


£145.80


Volkswagen FS

Van lease


£242.99


SSE


Street lights – electric

£90.06


Pozitive Energy

Pavilion Gas


£404.74



Pozitive Energy

Glebe Gas


£278.47



Pozitive Energy

Pavilion Electric


£192.21



Pozitive Energy

Glebe Electric


£136.32



Pozitive Energy

Floodlights


£12.73



Pozitive Energy

Glebe Electric


£26.28



2.
Poors Land – Lease of Recreation Ground Invoice.

a) To approve making payment of £573.99 (2020, 2021 and 2022).
It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved unanimously to approve the payments making the payment of £573.99 (2020, 2021 and 2022).
156/22  
Planning

1. Planning Applications

ii) 22/00057/RMM. Land Rear Of Garden Close Sutton. Reserved Matters for appearance, landscaping, scale and layout for the erection of 51 homes including public open space of previously approved 17/01445/OUM Outline planning application for erection of up to 53 houses to include public open space and details relating to access – As above 
iii) 22/00058/ADI. 21 Ely Road Sutton. Installation of internally illuminated fascia and projection sign – Retrospective – ECDC to determine
iv) 22/00098/FUL. Durnford House 7 Station Road Sutton. Single storey rear extension – ECDC to determine
Mr A Newton left the room at 8:05
v) 22/00106/FUL. 44 Bellairs Sutton. Proposed front extension (part single storey & two storey
It was proposed by Mr Browne and seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to request outright refusal. Sutton Parish Council supports neighbour objections. The proposed extension to the front is too large and overbearing on the street scene. Sutton Parish Council would like the application to be determined by the planning committee.
Mr A Newton re-entered the room at 8:09
vi) 22/00085/FUL. 35A The Row Sutton. Proposed demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey flat roof extension and associated works – ECDC to determine
2. Planning Approvals
i) 21/01726/FUL. Faerch Plast Elean Business Park Sutton. To install Portakabin buildings for a temporary period of 104 weeks to allow improvements to the existing welfare facilities - Noted
ii) 21/01708/FUL. 14 West Lodge Lane Sutton. Ground floor battery store and solar panels to the side and rear roof elevations - Noted
iii) 21/01643/FUL. 16 Sutton Park Sutton. Garage conversion with internal & external alterations (re-submission of previously approved 21/01287/FUL) - Noted
3. Tree Application
i) 21/01612/TPO. 31 The Brook Sutton. T1 Cedar in rear garden - Fell leaving a 3ft stump as unsuitable species for site that has out grown the available space. T2 Willow - Re-pollard to original pollard points – Approved - Noted
ii) 22//00006/TRE. Saffron House 70 High Street Sutton. T1 Weeping Willow - Re-pollard to previous points on a 3 year cycle and with ongoing consent to maintain a crown clearance of 2 to 2.5m from ground level as required – Approved - Noted
iii) 21/01753/TPO. Cadent Gas Governor Site South of 8 Tramar Drive Ely Road Sutton. G1 Oaks - Cut back by 2 metres to remove overhang on compound – Approved - Noted
157/22 Committees and Working Parties
1.
Finance Working Party 
a)
To receive notes of the working party –24th January 2022. - Noted
b)
To consider recommendations from the working party.

i) To note and adopt the Internal Audit Report – Noted
It was proposed by Mr Inskip and seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to adopt the Internal Audit Report


ii)
To consider and adopt the Financial Risk assessment - Noted
It was proposed by Mr Inskip and seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to adopt the Financial Risk Assessment


2.
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party




a)
To receive notes of the working party – 11th January 2022 - Noted



b)
To receive and note Housing Needs Assessment and Design Code documents - Noted


3.
Traffic & Transport Working Party




a)
To receive notes of the working party. - 20th January 2022 - Noted



b)
To consider recommendations from the working party





i)
Investigate the feasibility of installing an MVAS post on The America close to the junction with Rosemary Lane.





ii)
Seek approval from the county council for the MVAS locations in the High Street proposed by the working party




iii) Exclude Mepal Road and The Row locations from the MVAS rota whilst the speed limit on those roads is 30mph




It was proposed by Mr Inskip and seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to approve recommendations i, ii and iii from the working party




iv) To apply to the county council for a 20mph limit to be introduced along the full length of The Row, West Lodge Lane and Painter’s Lane




v)
To apply to the county council for a 20mph limit to be introduced on Mepal Road close to the junction with The Brook




vi) To combine these two proposals as a single bid to the county council making use of a funds available from them for new 20mph limits, along with funding from CIL reserves




It was proposed by Mr Inskip and seconded by Mr Browne and resolved unanimously to combine recommendations iv and v as a single bid to the county council making use of a funds available from them for new 20mph limits, along with funding from CIL reserves
158/22 To consider a reduction in membership of the Council. (Reduce from 15 seats).

a) To receive report from the Clerk
The council decided to continue with the membership of the council at 15 seats, and continue to advertise the vacancies in the summer newsletter, website and social media and also look to hold meet your councillor events. All current councillors will retire together in May 2023, and the 15 seats will be up for election

159/22 To consider a proposal to set up a Library Access Point (LAP) Cllr Webb)
a) To receive report from Clerk & Cllr Webb
Sutton Library was located on the High Street (where the play group is now), it closed a number of years ago, and the county council claimed it wasn’t used enough and the building was in need of repair. When the library closed the mobile library visited the village, with a stop at The Brooklands Centre and Scott’s Court.
Currently the mobile only visits The Brooklands Centre. Visits Every: 2nd & 4th Tuesday Arrival Time: 10:00 am Departure Time: 12:00 pm Frequency: Twice Monthly 

Cllr Webb is interested in re-visiting the viability of Sutton have a full library and held a discussion with the Clerk. Initial contact has been made with the Cambridgeshire County Council library service Officers to commence a discussion. A meeting was held with Cambridgeshire County Council Officers and it was identified that:

· There is no funding or legal obligation to support a main library in Sutton.

· CCC happy to assist in facilitating a Library Access Point for Sutton, however they won’t provide funding.

· Library Access Point – would be run by volunteers, CCC would provide limited stock, training and support.  Sutton Parish Council would be required to provide a location, shelving and administer the volunteers.

There are a number of local models in Cambridgeshire in Haddenham and Little Downham amongst other villages to look at.


b)
To consider setting up a ‘task and finish’ working party to research setting up a LAP for Sutton.
It was proposed by Mr Newton, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to set up a ‘task and finish’ working party to research setting up a LAP for Sutton.

160/22 Sutton Conservation Society


a)
To receive proposal for a covered outdoor seating area at the Community Orchard.

b)
To consider proposal and agree action required.

It was proposed by Watson, seconded by Mr Browne and resolved unanimously to agree the proposal for a covered outdoor seating area at the Community Orchard on provision they consult nearby residents, confirm if planning permission is required, that they have considered vandalism and agree to the upkeep and maintenance of the seating area and its perimeter.


c)
To receive report regarding maintenance of Parish Council and Sutton Poors Charity Land. 


d)
To consider report and action required.

Until the Sutton Poors Land lease is finalised and approved the council cannot agree any maintenance plans but will keep the conservation society updated.
161/22 Request to hold a Firework event.

1.
Email from Stan Smith – Sutton Feast Committee regarding the use of the Recreation Field for a Firework event.

a) To consider the request in principle to locate the firework event on the Recreation Field.
It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved unanimously to agree in principle to locate the firework event on the Recreation Field subject to permission being granted by Sutton Poors land, that all risk assessments are approved and considerations are made regarding access, parking, safety and surrounding residents. This event is to be held in November 2022.
162/22
Street Trading Consent application
a) To consider a response to the application for a vending trade van at the Elean Business Park
The Parish council had no comments regarding the street trading consent.
163/22
To receive tender documents in relation to upgrade of footpath in Bury Lane.

It is hereby resolved in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at agenda items 163/22 it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded from this meeting and are herewith instructed to withdraw.

a) To receive and consider tenders for upgrade to footpath.

The clerk placed the tender on the Government Contract Finder and received 7 tenders for the footpath upgrade. 

b) To approve contractor to undertake the work.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved unanimously to accept and approve the quote from FC Construction for £42,733.00 subject to checking recommendations, warranty on the works and the payment requirements. (Highway Act 1980 S43).
164/22 Diary Dates

Saturday 19th March 2022 – Neighbourhood Plan Event.

Thursday 28th April 2022 – Annual Meeting of the electorate.

Saturday 21st May 2022 – Sutton Timebank launch event.

Saturday 28th May 2022 – Annual Litter pick
165//22
Date of Next Meeting(s)
22nd March 2022 – Full Council 

The meeting closed 9:36pm
Signed………………………………………..

Chairman

Date…………………………………………. 

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council – 21st February 2022

