SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held at 8pm on Tuesday 11th January 2022, in the Pavilion, The Brook, Sutton.

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr B Watson
Mr A Newton




Mr B Goodjohn

Mr B Collard
Mr L Jordan




Mrs J Webb

Mr C Stevens
Mr S Amner
Public:
No members of public





Clerk: Mrs R Hughes

Assistant Clerk – Mrs M Wolland
125/22
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies were received and noted from Mr B Browne, Mrs S Partington and Miss B Skelham.
126/22
To receive declarations of interest
No declarations to interest.
127/22
Public Participation

No members of the public present.
128/22
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 14th December 2021. 

It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved following a vote of 7 for and 1 abstention to approve the minutes as a true record of the Full Council meeting held 14th December 2021.
129/22
Matters for Information only.

1. Meeting schedule for the Civic Year 2022/2023.- Noted

2.
Clerk to report on grant application for School Holiday Club funding.

The clerk advised the council that the grant application for the School Holiday Club funding has been approved and that the council have received £4,950 to fund this project to run in the Summer Holidays 2022. The Clerk will work with the organisers to arrange and promote the project.
130/22
Finance

1. To approve payments.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Goodjohn and resolved unanimously to approve the payments as listed:-



Online Payments



December
Salaries & expenses

£7,791.39


December
Cambs Pension Fund

£810.27


HMRC

Tax & NIC Q3


£4161.93



Direct Debits



B & CE

Peoples Pension

£140.90

131/22
Cambridgeshire County Council Verge – Ely Road (Co-op side)
Mr C Stevens entered the room at 8:06pm
1.
The clerk provided the council with a report after a meeting on site at the Ely Road (Co-op side). Sutton Open Spaces Group have been in communication with Pam Joyce of Cambridgeshire Highways Dept, as they wish to have the verge set to wild flowers and maintained going forward. 

It was identified that the land is in the ownership of Cambridgeshire County Council.  Sutton Parish Council is under contract to cut a 1m width of grass verge along the main ‘B’ road, (not into the entrance to the Co-op/old slip Road).   The new verge, following the building of the Co-op, is now a wider strip.   The parish council is still only obliged to cut a 1m strip.

Sutton Open Spaces group wish that the full width verge area is maintained along with the area to the front of the Co-op entrance.  They would like the area to be cleared, seeded for wildflowers and maintained going forward. 

The highways officer agreed that they would undertake the clearing of the site to bring it to a ground level. It has been requested by Pam Joyce and Sutton Open Spaces group that Sutton Parish Council considers taking on the future maintenance of this area.


The options for consideration are:

1. Sutton Parish Council agrees to cut the verge at a 1m width only, and only including the additional verge to the front entrance of the Co-op if the County Council provides additional finances.  With this option there would be no additional costs to the parish council.

2. Sutton Parish Council agrees to take on the future maintenance of the whole verge, incorporating wild flower areas within the verge 

Option 1 -
Grass Cut only (Whole verge) quotation of £540.00 less £181.88 = Additional cost to council £358.12.
Option 2 -
Wildflowers and grass (Whole verge) quotation of £825.00 less £181.88 = Additional cost to council £643.12

Currently the County Council pays Sutton Parish Council a contribution of £1,814.36 to cut the verges in the village. CCC have agreed to give the parish council an additional £181.55 per year to incorporate the 1m strip around the verge to the front entrance.
2.
To consider the parish council taking on future maintenance, and impact on annual budget/precept.

It was proposed by Mr Collard, seconded by Mr Amner and resolved unanimously to approve that Sutton Parish Council agrees to cut the verge at a 1m width only, including the 1m additional verge to the front entrance of the Co-op to be funded by the additional £181.55 per year provided by CCC and for this will be reviewed in a year.  Bulb planting is to be outside of the 1m grass verge.
132/22
Budget and Precept 2022/2023.
1. To consider and approve budget for 2022/2023, including Earmarked Reserves and General Reserves.
The Council presented the budget via zoom and live stream prior to the meeting. The Budget and Presentation can be found on the Parish Council website.

It was noted that the general reserve balance at 31st March 2021 was £77,535.00
CIL Earmarked Reserves 2022/23

· CIL Burial Ground maintenance 

  £1,000.00

· CIL Glebe maintenance 


  £3,000.00

· CIL Pavilion maintenance 

  £3,000.00

· CIL Community Room maintenance 
  £2,000.00

· CIL Brooklands Centre maintenance 
  £1,000.00

· CIL Office alterations 


  £3,500.00

· CIL Bury Lane Footpath 

£60,000.00

· CIL LHI/PFLHI 



  £8,326.00

· CIL Benches and Planters 

£10,000.00

· CIL 20/21 unallocated 


£13,128.15

· CIL 21/22 unallocated 


£55,341.46
It is anticipated that a drawdown on the general reserve of approximately £11,835.00 will be made for Year End 31st March 2022.  Leaving a General Reserve balance of approximately £65,700.00.  The draft budget for 2022/2023 forecasts a draw of £5,116.00 on General Reserves. (Leaving the GR at 35% of Net Revenue Expenditure). 
A discussion was held regarding the Admin Assistant post, the contract ends on 31st March 2022, (as previously resolved).  Given the constraints on the budget the council will not visit a renewal at this time.
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr collard and resolved following a vote of 8 for and 1 abstention to approve budget for 2022/2023, including Earmarked Reserves and General Reserves.
2. To consider and approve Precept for 2022/2023
The Proposal for 2022-2023 is a 7.4% increase in the Precept from £144,326 to £155,000 (Band D Council Tax 2.6% increase to £110.47 approx.).

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved following a vote of 8 for and 1 abstention to approve the increase in the Precept for 2022/2023 from from £144,326 to £155,000.
133/22  
Planning

1. Planning Applications

i) 21/01643/FUL. 16 Sutton Park Sutton. Garage conversion with internal & external alterations (re-submission of previously approved 21/01287/FUL) – ECDC to determine
134/22
Date of Next Meeting(s)

25th January 2022 – Full Council
The meeting closed at 8:38pm
Signed………………………………………..

Chairman

Date…………………………………………. 

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council – 11th January 2022.


