Sutton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held on Tuesday 26th January 2021, 7.30pm via Zoom Video Conferencing

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr S Smith

Mrs H Wales  

Mr B Watson



Mr B Goodjohn 

Mr A Newton

Mrs S Partington
Mrs J Webb 

   

Mr B Harker

Mr B Collard
             Miss B Skelham

Mr B Browne
Parish Clerk:
Mrs R Hughes

Assistant Clerk:
Mrs M Wolland


Members of the Public:  
1 Member





Cllr L Dupré
140/21
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies received and noted from Mr S Amner

141/21
To receive declarations of interest
Mr Collard 
Agenda item 150/21/1/a      Pecuniary interest
       Dec No: 344/20
142/21
Public Participation

1 Member of public present to comment on Agenda item 149/21/4/i - Tree Preservation Order (TPO) consent – Land rear of 30 – 40 Garden Close. – Total of 59 trees
The resident advised the council she had applied for a Tree preservation order (TPO) and this had been granted, the developers (Abbey Homes) have objected to the TPO due to them already being given outline planning permission to develop the site. ECDC have said that any letters of support for the TPO would be beneficial
The TPO consists of 59 trees that help the biodiversity and ecology of the area
143/21
Matters for Information only. 

1.
Letter of thanks from the Editor of Sutton Pepperpot.- Noted 


2.
CCC Highway Service Stakeholder survey https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/H0HJX0/

3.
Ouse Washes Report–December 2020 – Noted and information can be found on the council’s website
144/21
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 12th January 2021

It was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 3 abstentions to approve the minutes of the 12th January 2021 as a true record of the meeting.
145/21
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart 
The resolution chart was noted

146/21
To receive reports in relation to Sutton from:

1. Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council. – Noted
· The General Purposes Committee met and the pretend budget was discussed. This is the budget that is completed with many sections not filled in, the groups and other parties will complete the gaps, amend and comment on the Budget. This is then reviewed by the committee and a draft budget prepared. 

· There was a 30-80 million gap in the budget, however this has been narrowed down to around 10 million with the help of Covid-19 grants and other amendments.

· £450,000 has been refunded by Skanska after an audit by Highways at the County Council of money that they have not spent on projects. This money will be spent on improving some road junctions and road gulley clearance.

2. Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council – Noted
· The Brick Lane, Mepal planning application will now go to the March District Planning committee not Februarys as in the report

· The Survey from ECDC for the Mepal Outdoor Centre is still live, and gives an opportunity to add comments at the end of the questions.
3. Questions from parish councillors
· What is the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy and what were the revisions?  – Cllr Dupre will send a copy to the clerk to forward to members.
· Schools – Mrs Webb thanked Cllr Dupre and Cllr Inskip for mentioning the hard work put in by staff at Sutton Primary school for making it possible for all children that needed to return to do so. 
147/21
Sutton Timebank

1. To receive reports from December 2020 and January 2021.
The Sutton Time Bank reports were noted and the newsletters can be found on the Parish Council Website 
Sutton Time Bank - Sutton Parish Council - Cambs (sutton-cambs-pc.gov.uk)
148/21
Finance 

1. To approve payments
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mrs Wales and resolved unanimously to approve the following payments:
a)
Online Payments
January


Salary payments & expenses
£7,868.24
LGSS 


Pension


£810.27
The Copier Warehouse
Photocopying


£85.06
M A Cleaning Services
Window cleaning – Glebe
£30.00

Truelink Ltd

Grass maintenance

£340.92

Madingley Mulch
Gravel for BG new garden
£49.55

Veolia Ltd

Easi-bins


£277.34

David Frear Plumbing
Pavilion – new thermostat
£66.00

ESPO


Office supplies


£23.34

Parish Online

Annual fee – mapping

£72.00
SLCC Enterprises Ltd
Admin/legal Book

£123.80

Cambs ACRE

Annual Subscription

£57.00
Came & Co

Insurance


£3,985.49

Centradata Ltd

Quarterly support (Jan/Mar 21)
£192.00

Swarco 

VAS – 5yr Warranty

£1,024.45



b)
Direct Debits


Volkswagen Leasing
Van Lease


£242.99



The Peoples Pension
Pension


£151.33


ECDC



Non-domestic Rates

£567.00


Excell



Mobile phones


£144.36



SSE



Street light energy

£101.42



SSE



pavilion – Gas


£763.33



SSE



Glebe – Gas


£591.80

149/21
Planning 

1. Planning Approvals
i) 20/01378/FULTrinity Cottage 36 High Street Sutton. Front entrance porch and dormer window - Noted
ii) 20/01360/FUL. 33 Bellairs Sutton. Front porch & enclose area under the existing first floor extension- Noted
iii) 20/01512/FUL. 180 High Street Sutton. Single storey rear extension and raised patio area - Noted
iv) 20/01494/FUL. 36 The Row Sutton. Two storey rear extension and alterations (variation of previously approve 16/00334/FUL) - Noted
2. Planning Refusals – None received
3. Planning Applications
i) CCC/20/052/FUL. Mepal Reservoir, Land Off Blaby's Drove, Sutton Gault. Construction of irrigation reservoirs by the extraction and export of sand and gravel; silt lagoons; mineral processing plant; weighbridge; temporary buildings and use of existing access onto the A142 Chatteris Road between the Mepal Outdoor Centre and Hiams Bridge – CCC to determine
ii) 20/01544/FUL. 14 West Lodge Lane Sutton. First floor extension and ground floor battery store – ECDC to determine
iii) 21/00030/FUL. 35 St Andrews Close Sutton. Proposed loft conversion with rear dormer window and four rooflights to front elevation to form habitable accommodation within existing roof space – Retrospective – ECDC to determine
4. Tree work applications and consent
i) Tree Presentation Order consent – Land rear of 30 – 40 Garden Close. – Total of 59 trees. 
It was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mrs Webb and resolved following a vote of 11 for and 1 abstention to write a letter of support to ECDC planning. The letter will support the importance of retaining the 59 trees as part of the biodiversity, ecology and have an amenity value in the area and highlighting the adopted Sutton Neighbourhood Plan in May 2019. Policy NP2.


ii)
20/01448/TRE. 3 Eastwood Close Sutton. T1 Horse Chestnut - one third pole thin and reduce to shape – Consented – Noted
ii) 20/01449/TRE. Trinity Cottage 36 High Street Sutton. T1 Conifer - Fell. T2 Yew - Crown Reduce by approximately 1- 1.5 metres T3 Yew - Reduce height to approximately 2 metres – Consented – Noted
iii) 20/01450/TRE. 4 Station Road Sutton. T1 Apricot - Crown reduce by approximately 1.5 metres T2 Apple - Crown reduce by approximately 1.5 metres T3 Pear - Crown reduce by 1 metre T4 Ash - Crown lift by a maximum of 5 metres T5 Horse Chestnut - Crown lift by a maximum of 2 metres – Consented – Noted
iv) 20/01451/TRE. 51 High Street Sutton. T1 Filbert - Coppice T2 Bay - Fell T3 Walnut - Remove lowest branches – Consented – Noted
v) 20/01586/TRE. 12 Sutton Park Sutton. T1 Gleditsia - Reduce by approximately 2mtrs from the height, and the lateral spread of the side branches by approximately 1.5mtrs on either side. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size. T2 Cherry - Reduce by approximately 1.5mtrs from the height, and the lateral spread of the side branches by approximately 0.5mtrs on either side. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size. T3 Box Elder Maple - Reduce the entire crown by approximately 1mtr all over. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size. T4 Dead tree - Fell. T5 Poplar - Remove back to the main trunk, the two lowest branches to balance the shape of the tree. T6 small Robinia self-set - Fell. T7 Rhamnous - Fell, in decline. G8 1 x Ash tree and 3 x Sycamores - Reduce the entire crowns of all four trees by up to 3mtrs all over. These trees are all large vigorous trees and this work is necessary to maintain them to a size befitting of the garden – Consented – Noted 
150/21
Committees and Working Parties
Mr Collard left the room at 8:23pm

1.
To receive notes from the Sports & Recreation working party – 10th December 2020 and 14th January 2021
a. To consider the amendments to the Poors Land lease agreement.
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Miss Skelham and resolved unanimously to approve the amendments to the Poors Land lease agreement. 
Mr Collard entered the room at 8:26pm
2. To receive notes from the Traffic & Transport working party – 22nd December 2020 – Noted
It was noted that the working party felt that it would be necessary to speak to the resident closest to the path across the grass on the Green between the High Street and Doctors surgery. The clerk will enquire with them as to their views on the path and then the WP will look at the Specification for the path taking into consideration the gradient of the green, any access or health and safety precautions that would need to be adhered to.
3. Neighbourhood Plan working party – 25th January 2021 – Verbal update.

A verbal update was given and the notes will be presented at the next full council meeting in February. 

Since the plan was adopted in May 2019 the boundaries for the village have changed slightly. The parcel of land at Brick Lane Mepal, is now within the Mepal boundaries and some of Witcham Road have changed too. Mepal Parish Council will be taking this to their full council meeting to confirm if they would like be taken off the NP.
The NP consultant Ian Poole has looked at what is needed and given details of some documents that are needed that will not cost, such as a housing needs survey for Sutton which can be obtained via a Locality grant. 
Ian Poole will go away and look at the policies and review any that may need updating or changing and whether any policies need to be added around Bio Diversity and Climate Change.

151/21
Grass verge quotations – Item moved until the end of the meeting for a closed session this was proposed by the Chairman Mr Inskip due to the nature of the business to be transacted being commercially sensitive. 
152/21
SPC owned Street light replacements.
1. Clerk to update on street light replacement lamps and columns.

The clerk advised the council that on placing the order for the replacement of 13 LED lamps and associated works has been made and upon the John Henry Group attending the locations and completing their surveys they discovered that a lamp was missing on Rosemary Lane.

Our previous maintenance supplier advised it was last inspected in 2019 and unsure of when the lamp was removed. 
John Henry group also established that new brackets were only needed on the wooden posts not on the steel columns so a reduction in cost would be made.

The clerk obtained a new quotation to remove the Rosemary lane Lamp and un-needed brackets. The previous quote was £9621 and reduced to £8916. 
The chairman will speak to the residents in Rosemary lane to investigate the lamp and whether a replacement is needed and a quote is being obtained from JH Group.

2. Clerk to report on street light maintenance costs.

John Henry group 3 year street light maintenance contract quotation is £620 per year this is for 3 visits per year for fault maintenance when required and 1 visit per year to clean all lanterns and column bases (Does not include material costs and visits within 5 days)

3. To consider and approve street light maintenance costs.

It was proposed by Mr Goodjohn seconded by Mr Harker and resolved following a vote of 11 for and 1 abstention to approve the street light maintenance quotation from the John Henry Group for £620 per year on a 3 year contract.        
153/21
East Cambs Climate and Natural Environment Action Plan – Partnership Forum.

1.
Invitation from ECDC to join the ‘Partnership Forum’ with the main aim to prepare, independent of ECDC an ‘action plan’ and strategy for the district as a whole.

2. To consider and approve SPC representative(s) joining the forum.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip seconded by Miss Skelham and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 3 abstentions to approve SPC has a representative from the climate change working party to join the forum. This representative will be appointed at the next Climate Change Working Party.
154/21
Annual Meeting of the Electorate – 18th May 2021.

1. To discuss format, speakers, and ideas to include residents.
. 
The clerk advised that the Annual Meeting needs to be held as per the legal requirements of Parish Councils and the correct protocols need to be followed.

Ideas put forward

· Invite village clubs, groups and committees to attend the meeting and give an update of their year 
· Videos to be submitted from local groups and these be placed on the website or another platform for village residents to view at their own convenience 

· Timebank Update and review of the year – This could help raise the profile of the Time Bank

· Ask the Public for ideas for the meeting

It was proposed by Mr Watson seconded by Mrs Webb and resolved following a vote of 4 for and 7 abstentions that the clerk contacts local representatives of local groups and ascertain if they would like to participate in the Annual Meeting of the Electorate.
Mr Browne left the meeting at 9:26pm


155/21
East Cambs Police & Crime meeting (attached) 
1. Cllr Watson to report on his attendance at the meeting.

Cllr Watson reported on the meeting discussion points

· Presentation by Police Sergeant Mark Rabel on local crime issues and police resources

· Information on how the increase in the Council Tax amounts would be spent, such as Additional call handlers, Cyber measures, digital investigators, development of frontline workers
· 1000s or calls that go through on the non-urgent service and putting more resources on this 

Mr Smith left the meeting at 9:32pm

156/21
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership (CAPASP) 

1. To consider if Sutton Parish Council wishes to become a supporter.

Sutton Parish council have been approached but CAPASP about becoming a supporter for their Scams awareness partnership.
CAPASP have given us the information below:-

Being a supporter costs nothing and all CAPASP ask is that supporters help to share scams awareness key messages and training opportunities to build community resilience to scams within your Parish. 
It was proposed by Mrs Webb, seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to approve that Sutton Parish Council becomes a supporter of the CAPASP. 
Mrs Partington left the meeting at 9:37pm 
157/21
Fens Biosphere conference

Cllr Watson reported that the conference was very informative, the key thing is the initiative is to get the fens area (reasonable fixed but open to interpretation and needs to be defined) protected woodlands and sights of special scientific interested. A Biosphere is a special status awarded by UNESCO to a unique and valuable landscape. Benefits include, a boosted economy, more and better areas for nature, new solutions to climate change issues, better promotion of a Fenland identity, better access to nature and its benefits. Supporters of the initiative so far, Peoples postcode lottery, Cambridgeshire Acre and other water authorities.
158/21
Date of Next Meeting(s)


Full Council - 16th February 2021

It is hereby resolved in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted at agenda items 151/21 it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be temporarily excluded from this meeting and are herewith instructed to withdraw.

It was approved unanimously and the zoom video meeting recording and live stream were stopped at 9:47pm

151/21
Grass verge quotations.

1. Clerk to report quotations received for County Council owned grass verge maintenance.  

The CCC grass verge maintenance contract is funded by the CCC and the specification and tender process is carried out by the Parish Council. The clerk gave the details from the 4 quotations received.
2. To consider and approve quotation.

All quotations were considered and compared and it was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mrs Webb and resolved unanimously to approve the 3 year contract for Truelink Ltd for £1665 per year to maintain the county council owned grass verges as per the parish councils specification.                                       

The meeting closed at 9:53pm

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Chairman

Date………………………………………………………………..

Sutton Parish Council 26th January 2021

