
Sutton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th December 2020, 7.30pm via Zoom Video Conferencing

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr S Smith

Mrs H Wales  

Mr B Watson


Mr B Goodjohn 

Mr A Newton

Mrs S Partington
Mr B Browne  

   

Mr S Amner

Mr B Harker

Mr B Collard
Parish Clerk:
Mrs R Hughes

Assistant Clerk:
Mrs M Wolland


Not Present: 
Mrs J Webb
Members of the Public:  Cllr L Dupré

117/20
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies received and noted from Miss B Skelham   
118/20
To receive declarations of interest
No declarations of interest received 
119/20
Public Participation

No members of the Public Present
120/20
Matters for Information only. 
1. Clerk to report on 2 x casual vacancies.
The vacancies have been advertised for a while and no applications have been received therefore the closing date has been extended to the 19th January 2021. Notices have been placed on the notice boards and on the Parish website. The notice will also be shared on the Village social media page.
2. Sutton Timebank Newsletter 

The newsletter has been sent to all Timebank members and Parish Councillors

3. 11th January 2021. 6.30pm. Acting Police and Crime Commissioner – Parish briefing meeting (Online)
The clerk reported on the date and time of this Parish Briefing for Sutton and advised that the meetings will be held on a rotational basis covering all of the parishes. In attendance will be the Acting Police and Crime Commissioner and a local police officer to answer any concerns that the Parish may have. The clerk informed the council that if any councillors wish to attend that they email her. 

4. To receive verbal report from Clerk regarding play area surfacing.

The clerk reported that after concerns raised in July about the surfacing at the park leaving children’s shoes, clothes and hands with a dark residue, the play company that installed the surfacing were contacted. 

The company advised that there had been a manufacturing issue with the rubber bonded mulch surfacing and this was the cause of the residue. A solution has been established and the surface will be fixed, the timing for this is to be confirmed as the work cannot be carried out when it is wet and the temperature is too low. Although specialist equipment will be used to ensure this surface can be fixed sooner rather than later. Once the work is completed the park will remain closed for around 48 hours to ensure surfacing is ready for use. 
121/20
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 24th November 2020.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Goodjohn and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 2 abstentions to approve the minutes of the 24th November 2020 as a true record of the meeting.

122/20
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart 

The resolution chart was noted.

123/20
To receive reports in relation to Sutton from:


1.
Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council. - Noted

2.
Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council - Noted

3.
Questions from parish councillors.
· Lorries in our village update – A motion has been put forward to the CCC meeting on the 15th December to reclassify the All23 down to a B road, a debate will be had on this and no other paperwork or background has been given on this.
124/20
Finance 

1. To approve payments
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved unanimously to approve the following payments:
a) Online Payments
December


Salary payments & expenses
£7868.04
LGSS 



Pension


£810.27
HMRC



Tax & NIC


£4424.62

The Copier Warehouse

Photocopying


£85.06
Covid-19 grant


Grant



£180.97

RBS Ltd


Annual support


£70.80
Plantscape 


Christmas trees


£2543.52

PKF Littlejohn


External Audit


£720.00

SLCC 



Annual Subs (Clerk)

£402.00




b)
Direct Debits





Volkswagen Leasing

Van Lease


£242.99






The Peoples Pension

Pension


£151.33





ECDC



Non-domestic Rates

£567.00





SSE



Pavilion Gas


£335.24





125/20
Planning 

1. Planning Approvals
i) 20/00325/FUL. Lees Packhouse The Gault Sutton. Proposed 2,000 tonne agricultural store with roof mounted solar PV system - Noted
2. Planning Refusals – None received
3. Planning Applications
i) 20/01512/FUL. 180 High Street, Sutton.  Single storey rear extension. – ECDC to determine
ii) 20/01565/FUL. 26 Sutton Court Sutton. Proposed single storey rear extension, front porch alteration and internal alterations – ECDC to determine
4. Tree work applications and consent

i) 20/01324/TRE. Mostyn 76 High Street Sutton. T1 Sycamore - re-pollard to previous points T2 Sycamore - reduce by 3m, overhanging neighbour's house T3 Sycamore - re-pollard to previous points T4 Sycamore - re-pollard to previous points T5 Sycamore - re-pollard to previous points – Consent approved - Noted
ii) 20/01292/TRE. Dundas House 17 High Street Sutton. A Cypress - Reduce crown by 20% B Malus - Reduce crown by 20% D Apples - Remove Spurs and undertake minor maintenance pruning E Boundary Hedge - Reduce height by 1m for maintenance F Mulberry - Undertake minor maintenance pruning – Consent approved - Noted
iii) 20/01356/TRE. Cambria House 19 High Street Sutton. T1 Pear tree - Maintenance pruning T2 Pear tree - Maintenance pruning T3 Pear tree - Maintenance pruning T4 Cypress - Remove as is overbearing and shades garden and neighbouring properties garden T5 Elderberry - Remove to benefit neighbouring trees – Consent Approved - Noted
iv) 20/01335/TRE. Sutton Cemetery High Street Sutton. T4 Field Maple - Raise crown to 2.5m from ground level – Consent Approved - Noted
v) 20/01420/TRE. Green to Front of Priorsfield Surgery 24 - 26 High Street Sutton. T7 Lime - Raise crown to 3m from ground level – Consent Approved - Noted
vi) 20/01586/TRE. 12 Sutton Park Sutton. 
T1 Gleditsia - Reduce by approximately 2mtrs from the height, and the lateral spread of the side branches by approximately 1.5mtrs on either side. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size.

T2 Cherry - Reduce by approximately 1.5mtrs from the height, and the lateral spread of the side branches by approximately 0.5mtrs on either side. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size.T3 Box Elder Maple - Reduce the entire crown by approximately 1mtr all over. Tree is too large for its environment, this work is required to maintain its size.T4 Dead tree - Fell.T5 Poplar - Remove back to the main trunk, the two lowest branches to balance the shape of the tree.T6 small Robinin self-set - Fell.T7 Ramous - Fell, in decline.G8 1 x Ash tree and 3 x Sycamores - Reduce the entire crowns of all four trees by up to 3mtrs all over. These trees are all large vigorous trees and this work is necessary to maintain them to a size befitting of the garden. - Noted
126/20
Budget and Precept 2021/2022.
1. Finance Working Party to report on draft budget for 2021/2022, and details of Budget and Precept meeting – 12th January 2021.

The draft budget has been compiled and will be presented at the Budget and Precept meeting on the 12th January. 

The finance WP have held two meetings to go through the budget and it has been very difficult to complete due to the current covid-19 pandemic and the loss of Income from hiring of council facilities. 
Main things to note are that the income from the Glebe, Pavilion and Community room lettings has decreased significantly due to being closed, reduction in groups that can or didn’t want to return and bookings such as parties and weddings. Income was expected to be £24650 in 2020/2021 with a revised expected income of only £550 for this year. 

The working party looked at how the council can reduce costs with general day to day expenditure and where money could come from to fund the infrastructure for the village. With big developments contributing to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) this will provide money for projects such as footpaths, Local Highway Improvements, play facilities etc
The council has a general reserve so this can be used for the day to day expenditure. 

127/20
Year End 31st March 2020 Accounts

1. RFO to report on YE 31st March 2020 – Conclusion of Audit for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.

The council has received the conclusion of Audit for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return from our external auditor PKF Littlejohns LLP. They have signed off Part 3 and on their review they stated
On the basis of our review of sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with proper practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
The Audit has been published on our website and placed on the village noticeboard as per the legal requirement.
128/20
Street lights

1. To consider quotations received to replace LED lights and brackets on parish council owned street lights.
The parish clerk reported to the council that 3 additional quotes had been obtained following the council’s recommendation to get further quotations to replace the current 13 street light lamps to LED lamps.

One of the companies withdrew their quotation as they were not in a position to provide all the information that was requested.

The 3 other quotes were reviewed and discussed by the council

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and following a vote of 10 for and 1 abstention

to proceed with Quote C for £10,611 to replace 13 LED lights and brackets on parish council owned street lights and 2 concrete columns. It will be a requirement that the work is completed within 4 months from the date of the order.
2. To consider maintenance contract for street lights.
The clerk advised the council that it may be necessary to obtain more information on the maintenance contracts and specifics to be able to confirm a quote. The clerk will liaise with the chosen contractor and get the information and bring that back to council
129/20

       Cambs and Peterborough Combined Authority draft budget
1. To consider a response to consultation



The parish council did not have a response to the consultation

130/20
Date of Next Meeting(s)


12th January 2021 – Full Council – Budget and Precept meeting.


26th January 2021 – Full Council 

 
The meeting closed at 8:49pm

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Chairman

Date………………………………………………………………..

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council – 8th December 2020


