



Sutton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held on Tuesday 27th October 2020, 7.30pm via Zoom Video Conferencing

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Miss B Skelham   
Mrs J Webb

Mr S Smith

Mr B Watson 

Mr B Collard

Mr B Goodjohn 

Mr A Newton


Mrs H Wales     

Mr S Amner

Mr B Harker


Parish Clerk:
Mrs R Hughes

Assistant Clerk:
Mrs M Wolland


Members of the Public: No members of the public present
76/20
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies received and noted from Mr B Browne and Mrs S Partington
77/20
To receive declarations of interest

No declarations of interest to record
78/20
Public Participation

No members of the public Present 
79/20
Matters for Information only. 
1. Clerk to notify on a Councillor resignation.

The clerk notified the council that Mr Ian Dewar has resigned from his position of Parish Councillor. ECDC have been notified and the council will be able to Co-Opt for this vacancy and the other seat that is still available.

Mr M Inskip wanted to also take the opportunity to thank Mr Dewar 

2. Clerk to report on Poors Land ditch drainage, and information from Abbey homes. 
The clerk advised the council that Sutton Poors land have had several meetings with Abbey Homes Drainage Engineer about the ditches adjoining the Abbey Homes development land. There has been cause for concern in regards to the drainage if the application is approved and the ditches owned by Poors land and one ditch owned by Sutton Parish Council are in need of work to clear the ditches. 
Mr Tooth from Poors land initially advised the Parish Clerk that Abbey homes were willing to contribute towards the costs of clearing the Parish Councils and Poors Land ditches to allow for water to drain and come off the site. However this offer has potentially since been withdrawn as the Cambridgeshire County Council Leading Flood Authority (CCCLFA) supports their drainage strategy. Clarification is being sought as to which specification this is.

3.
Tree works application – Sutton Parish Council (Tree in Burial Ground and Village Green)
The clerk advised the council that an application has been submitted to ECDC for consent to carry out works on 2 trees that the council maintain. As both trees are within the Conservation area, planning consent is required. There is no cost for the application.
80/20
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 22nd September 2020
It was proposed by Mr Collard, seconded by Mr Amner and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 2 abstentions to approve the minutes of the 22nd September 2020 as a true record of the meeting.
81/20
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart 

The resolution chart was noted.
The following item has been postponed as Colin Stevens did not attend the meeting

82/20
Presentation on proposals for Mepal Outdoor Centre. – Colin Stevens.

1.
To receive presentation.


2.
To consider a response from the parish council.

83/20
To receive reports in relation to Sutton from:


1.
Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council. – Noted as Cllr Lorna Dupre gave apologies

2.
Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council - Noted
3. Questions from parish councillors.

A question was asked as to when the planning application for Garden Close is expected to go to the planning committee at ECDC – This was unknown, Cllr M Inskip will find this out and update the council

84/20
ECDC Charter – Helium filled balloons and lanterns.

1. To receive additional information from ECDC, as requested by the council.

The clerk advised the council that the Charter works on Parish Councils signing the charter and advising any users of public open space or parish facilities about the Charter and that releasing Helium balloons and or Lanterns is not permitted. This is not being enforced however a council would be able to not allow future use to a hirer if it was known that the charter had not been adhered too. 
2. To discuss if SPC wishes to sign up to the charter.  

The council agreed that an additional booking condition should be added restricting the use of Helium filled balloons and lanterns on Parish Council facilities and public open space.
The council did not wish to sign the ECDC charter.

85/20
BT Telephone Kiosk

1. To receive report following Summer Newsletter article. 
The clerk advised the council that the telephone kiosk was currently working and being maintained by BT. Other phone kiosks serving the village were decommissioned a few years back and it was agreed for the Village green box to stay as it was a listed kiosk being in the Conservation area.

Possible ideas discussed after suggestions were received from residents such as Seed banks, Library, Defibrillator. As there are other defibrillators available in the village (at the Pavilion, off the Brook and at the Doctors Surgery during opening hours) this was felt not to be the best place. Suggestions to check with the Doctors as to whether the Defibrilator they have could be put outside of the building. 

A rota basis system was largely discussed, so that the kiosk could be used for several different uses through out the year. It was suggested that Time bank might be able to coordinate this with volunteers as part of the scheme. Also the work to maintain and repair the kiosk.

2.
To consider recommendations.

i)
Council to consider if it wishes to decommission the telephone box, and if so to contact BT to ask if this is an option, and for further details.

ii)
If agreed to decommission, consider summary of suggestions, and those that the council wishes to pursue.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved unanimously to approve the following recommendations.
i)
To decommission the telephone box, and for the clerk to contact BT to ask if this is an option, and for further details.

ii)
Once decommissioned the kiosk to be used on a rotational basis for items such as seed and book libraries, other options would be considered. The clerk to liaise with Sutton Time Bank regarding administering the use.
iii)
The council is to approach the PPG about the potential to move the Doctors Surgery Defibrillator for external use on the building.
86/20
Vandalism, Crime and Anti-social behavior


1. To receive report 
The clerk advised that the council had received reports from a neighbouring property of alleged antisocial behaviour and drug dealing/use in the Glebe Car Park during the evenings.  
The Glebe and Pavilion have received some vandalism in both locations, within the last couple of months the activity has reduced, however it is noted that members of the Parish Council staff have not seen any antisocial behaviour first hand.
The CCTV systems in both locations are working and can be accessed as par the CCTV policy. 
Advice from Police

The advice given by Cambs Police regarding antisocial behaviour is for anyone witnessing this to contact the police on 101/Live chat whilst it is happening, so it can be logged and if there are police resources available in the area they may attend. 
The resident feels that a gate should be placed at the entrance to the Glebe and burial ground driveway to prevent access to the car park to stop the antisocial behaviour from occurring. 
.
To consider recommendations

i)
To consider financing and installing a suitable gate at the entrance to The Glebe/Burial Ground. (Request from resident).

ii)
Parish Clerk to contact ECDC Community Safety Partnership team to see what other measures are available to the parish council to deter vandalism and anti-social behavior in the village.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mrs Wales and resolved unanimously for the Parish Clerk to contact ECDC Community Safety Partnership team to see what other measures are available to the parish council to deter vandalism and anti-social behavior in the village.
It was felt that financing and installing a suitable gate at the entrance to The Glebe/Burial Ground was not recommended

87/20
To receive report from Sutton Timebank Coordinator.
The Time Bank ended its Covid support on 27th August. During this period 42 volunteers gave 1346 hours to help 72 households in Sutton. 
Although the Covid main support has ended any residents we have been supporting that may need extra help have been asked to join the Time Bank to access support this way. Lucy has worked closely with the social prescriber to signpost any residents that might need extra support outside the Time Banks capacity to other organisations.

The Time Bank had started a friendly phone calls scheme to help those that might feel lonely and isolated with volunteers calling those that have contacted the Time Bank for help to check in and ask if they would like to take part. This is something that we decided to continue after the Covid support. 

There are now 3 volunteers calling 9 residents weekly.
Examples of support to individuals with the help they need to stay independent and well.
o Signposting to other services and organisations

o Check in with residents who have been assessing support during our COVID support

o Residents who had been using the Time Bank for support have been encouraged to become a member if they feel they need extra support. 

o Exchanges (after Covid19 support):

Gardening 

Pruning trees 

Running errands

Baking cakes for coffee morning

Shopping 

Sewing Girlguiding badges onto a blanket

Helping plant bulbs with the Sutton Open Spaces group

Help setting up a Twitter account for the Time Bank

Social activities helping.
o Zoom catch up with members

o Outside coffee morning 

o Zoom meeting for the village to explain Time Banking (Very poorly attended)

o Two training sessions on using the Time Online 2 software

Current stats: as 14/10/2020
	Membership

	Current adult members
	44

	Current Members over 65
	9

	Current children/YP members
	0

	Organisational members
	1

	Total members
	45

	In process (soon) to become members 
	1

	In pipeline (shown an interest/started process) to become member 
	6

	Exchanges

	Number of exchanges
	426

	Total time exchanged (hours)
	1368.5

	Offers/Requests

	Current Offers
	

	Current Requests
	4

	Facebook

	Likes on page
	116

	Follows on page
	118


A time bank newsletter has been produced that has been sent to all the time bank members and posted on the Timebank pages. This will ordinarily be sent to only time bank members. There will also be a timebank segment in the Christmas pepperpot

88/20
Finance 

1. To approve payments
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Collard and resolved unanimously to approve the following payments:
a) Online Payments
October



Salary payments & expenses
£7,862.64
LGSS 



Pension


£810.27
Briar Security Systems

Upgrade Glebe alarm

£739.80

MCP Solicitors


Charges – land transfer

£1570.00

SLCC 



Conference (virtual)

£30.00

The Copier Warehouse

Photocopying


£85.06
Truelink Ltd


Grass/Tree maintenance
£1748.04
ESPO Ltd


Cleaning/office materials
£188.82
Veolia ES (UK) Ltd

Easi-bins


£115.56
Mildenhall Memorials

Refund - memorial inscription
£42.00

Rialtas Business Solutions
Alpha software annual support
£404.40
Ely Skip Hire Ltd

Skip hire (Burial ground)

£270.00
Sutton CE Primary School
Community Room Electricity
£166.33

East Cambs Trading Co

Play area inspection

£30.00




b)
Direct Debits





Volkswagen Leasing

Van Lease


£242.99






The Peoples Pension

Pension


£151.33





ECDC



Non-domestic Rates

£567.00





Excell



Mobile phones


£149.99





SSE



Pavilion – Gas


£304.58






WAVE



Pavilion – Water rates

£102.53






WAVE



Glebe – Water rates

£12.45






SSE



Glebe – Electric


£15.86






BT



Phone/Internet


£203.76






SSE



Glebe – Electric


£15.78






SSE



Street light – electric

£79.63






SSE



Street light – electric

£81.06





SSE



Glebe – Electric


£62.56






SSE



Pavilion – Electric

£247.53






SSE



Floodlights – electric

£17.27






SSE



Glebe – electric


£109.30

89/20
Planning 

1. Planning Approvals 
i) 20/00835/OUT. The Grove Barn Bury Lane Sutton. Outline planning application (all matters reserved) for a change of use Application C1 (2 detached outbuildings use as BnB) to be joined with an extension and converted into a C3 dwelling house - Noted
2. Planning Withdrawals
i) 20/01057/ADI. 20 Ely Road Sutton. 1 set of halo illuminated letters on rails and non-illuminated sub text, 2 sets of halo illuminated letters on rails and 1 internally illuminated double sided totem sign - Noted
3. Planning Applications
i) 19/00374/FUL. 119 The Row Sutton. Retrospective planning for infill of disused ditch in rear garden (Amendment involves updated cross section drawing) – Details for information only and no response is required - Noted
4. Tree work applications and consent
i) 20/01091/TRE. Rathmore 2 Station Road, Sutton. T1 Ash – Fell as dead, T2 Conifer – crown lift by 1 metre – Consent approved - Noted
ii) 20/01114/TRE. 3 High Street, Sutton. T1 Conifer – Reduce height by maximum of 3 metres, T2 Apple – Fell – Consent to be considered - Noted
iii) 20/01113/TRE. 22A High Street, Sutton . T1 Sycamore – Re –Pollarded to previous pollard points – Consent approved - Noted
iv) 20/00884/TCON. 72 The Row Sutton. To comply with Condition 5 (Tree Topping, Lopping & Felling) of Decision Notice 02/01156/FUL – Consent approved- Noted
v) 20/01142/TPO. 7 Ash Croft Sutton. T1 Ash - two low hanging branches overhanging two gardens (see photographs and plan). Reduce both branches by approx 2m (maximum) as the branches hang low over gardens. – Consent approved - Noted
5. Correspondence Re: Sunnica Energy Farm
1. To note the correspondence from Sunnica Energy Farm regarding statutory consultation between 22 September 2020 and 2 December 2020

Sunnica Energy Farm provided details of their proposals for a new solar energy farm and battery storage facility connecting to the Burwell National Grid Substation in Cambridgeshire and explained how to take part in the consultation. The booklet is also available online at: https://sunnica.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Sunnica-Booklet-21Sep20.pdf
2. To consider if the Parish Council wishes to submit any comments to the statutory consultation

The Parish Council doesn’t wish to submit any comments to the consultation
6. Supplementary Planning Document (SPD):  Natural Environment and Custom and Self-Build Housing SPDs 
1. To note the Adoption notices for Supplementary Planning Document (SPD):  Natural Environment and Custom and Self-Build Housing SPDs. - Noted
7. Draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD): Climate Change

1. To receive Draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD): Climate Change Consultation Notice - Noted
2. To consider if the Parish Council wishes to submit any comments to the consultation      
                          The Parish Council doesn’t wish to submit any comments to the consultation
90/20
Committee and working parties


1.
Village Hall Management Meeting – 29th September 2020. 


1.
To note minutes of meeting.- Noted 

2.
Personnel Committee Meeting – 20th October 2020. 


1.
To note minutes of meeting.- Noted


2.
To consider recommendations from committee

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved unanimously to confirm end of probationary period for Lucy the Time Bank Coordinator and to confirm ongoing employment.


3.
Finance & Reporting Working Party – 28th September 2020. 


1.
To note minutes of meeting - Noted


2.
To consider recommendations from the working party.

i) Virement £35.00 Code 4610/500 contingencies to Code 5030/520 Van insurance.
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved following a vote of 10 for and 1 abstention to approve the Virement £35.00 Code 4610/500 contingencies to Code 5030/520 Van insurance.

4.
Traffic and Transport Working party – 1st October 2020 
1. To note minutes of meeting.
It was noted that the Land Transfer for the small parcel of land between The Orchards and St Andrews Close is complete. 
After previous opposition to the opening up of the pathway, the working party wishes to get up to date information on the numbers walking to school.

Pathway across the small green near to the shop was discussed as there is a worn pathway across the grass at present which indicates this is used as a cut through. Due to this and previous comments from councillors, this is to be investigated and would have to comply with any highways regulations and accessibility guidelines too.


2.
To consider recommendations from the working party.

i) To approve for the clerk to contact Sutton Primary School for up to date data on children walking to school.
It was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mrs Webb and resolved unanimously to approve for the clerk to contact Sutton Primary School for up to date data on children walking to school

ii) Clerk to obtain budgetary costing for pathway. (Across The Green).

It was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mrs Webb and resolved unanimously to approve the Clerk to obtain budgetary costing for pathway. (Across The Green).

iii) Bury Lane path upgrade and outdoor gym equipment projects to be transferred to the Sports and Recreation working party to pursue.

It was proposed by Mr Harker, seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to approve Bury Lane path upgrade and outdoor gym equipment projects to be transferred to the Sports and Recreation working party to pursue

5.
Open Spaces working party – 29th September 2020. 
1. To note minutes of meeting, and additional report from the Clerk.

It was evident from the notes that there was some confusion as to what a parish council working party is.  A working party has a lead member (who liaises with the parish clerk and arranges meetings), and has a remit agreed by the parish council, they cannot hold funds or make decisions on behalf of the parish council.
The group have discussed being a standalone Open Spaces Group. Running alongside the working party, further notes from their latest meeting on the 21st October are expected to clarify the future recommendations.


2.
Clerk to report on update of the specification for the CCC verge maintenance.

The clerk reported that she had been waiting for the working party to provide a more detailed specification with maps to indicate the areas of Station Road that need to be cut and how often for the new CCC verge maintenance. This has now been received and will be reviewed.
2. Clerk to clarify the position of the current working party v Sutton Open Spaces Group.
The stand-alone Sutton Open Spaces Group will meet and if they want anything from the Parish Council they will then have to approach the council. They still want to be part of the Working party.


91/20
Balfour Beatty – Street lights

1. To receive report from Clerk on Parish Council street lights.

Sutton Parish Council owns and is responsible for 13 street lights in the village which have 35W bulbs. These bulbs have now been discontinued and the Balfour Beatty have advised that costs to maintain these will increase as demand gets lower. The options would be to replace all 13 lamps to LED lamps, or decommission the lights, or burn to extinction, the lamp would continue to be maintained until the point where lamps can no longer be sourced.

The Parish Clerk considered these options, and has requested a quotation to renew all 13 lanterns now, as this will prove to be the cheaper option.  Doing this individually as the lamps expired would be more expensive both for the actual work and council staff admin time and resources.  2 new columns are also required.

2. To consider the quotation from Balfour Beatty to change lamps to LED, and replace 2 columns.

The Total Project Costs is £14,585.54, which is submitted on the basis of a priced bill of quantities together with a commercial section covering replacement of the lamps, disconnection and reconnection, transfer of services and traffic management. 
The council asked if other quotes had been obtained and the life expectancy of the current lights. Did they need replacing as some of the locations are small side roads so could those ones be decommissioned. 
3. To approve use of CIL funding for project.

It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Smith and resolved following a vote of 9 for and 2 abstentions for the clerk to obtain further quotations and look at other options for the Street Lights and report back to the Finance Working party to review and bring back to Full Council after this.
92/20
Local Council Award Scheme

1. To receive report from the Clerk on the Award Scheme
Sutton Parish Council holds the Foundation Award, at the time of applying the parish council was unable to apply for a higher award as it didn’t have at least two-thirds of its members who stood for election.

The current award expires at the end of December 2020, therefore the parish council needs to consider if it wishes to make an application, and if so to which level.

There are fees applicable for making an application.  A registration fee to NALC (£50), and an accreditation fee to CAPALC (dependent on the level applied for) as the organisation responsible for administering the local or regional accreditation process.

2. To consider renewal of the scheme and to which level.
Considerations were made as to the benefits of the scheme for the council against the costs. The Parish Clerk advised that this award gives accountability and governance for the Parish Council.

It was proposed by Mr Watson that the council does nothing with the renewal and seconded by Mrs Webb.

Before it went to a vote there was a second proposal by Mr Goodjohn and seconded by Mr Smith that the council applies for the Quality tier award. The council voted on the first proposal

It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mrs Webb and following a vote of 2 for and 9 against for the council not to renew the membership to the scheme.
The council then voted on the second proposal
It was proposed by Mr Goodjohn, seconded by Mr Smith and resolved following a vote of 8 for, 1 abstention and 2 against for the council to apply for the Quality tier award at a cost of registration fee to NALC (£50), and an accreditation fee to CAPALC (dependent on the level applied for)
93/20
Christmas Pepperpot

1. To receive request from Editor for donation of £50.00 towards Christmas edition.

A request from the editor was received requesting a donation of £50 towards the printing cost of the Christmas Edition to the Pepperpot which is distributed to every home in the village. The council have donated money towards this in previous years. 

2. To consider a second page for parish council news for a sum of £50.00
In addition to the donation the council can take out a further page in the edition to include a chairmans letter and other relevant information. 

It was proposed by Mr Collard, seconded by Mr Newton and resolved unanimously to donate £50 towards the Christmas edition and a further £50 for the second page.
94/20
RBL Club request on village hall lease payments.

1. To consider request from RBL Club to make monthly payments (over 10 months) for the lease, due to financial Covid-19 implications.
The clerk advised that the RBL club has requested to make monthly payments as an alternative to half yearly payments. This is due to the financial impacts that have been suffered with restricted hours of the club and minimal use of the hall due to restrictions. 

It was proposed by Mr Collard, seconded by Mr Harker and resolved following a vote of 10 for and 1 against to approve that the RBL club pay 10 monthly installments of £150 until March 2021.
95/20
East Cambridgeshire District Council: Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy Consultation 

1.       To receive the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Policy Consultation details - Noted
2.       To consider if the Parish Council wishes to comment on the consultation 
The Parish Council did not wish to submit any comments
96/20
Diary Dates

Xmas Tree switch on- 4th December 2020.
97/20
Date of Next Meeting(s)


Full Council – Tuesday November 2020 (Via Zoom)

The meeting closed at 10:15pm

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Chairman

Date………………………………………………………………..
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