



Sutton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Sutton Parish Council held on Tuesday 22nd September 2020, 7.30pm via Zoom Video Conferencing

Present:
Mr M Inskip (Chair)
Mr B Browne

Miss B Skelham   
Mrs J Webb


Mr B Watson 

Mr B Collard

Mr B Goodjohn 

Mr S Smith


Mrs H Wales     

Mr S Amner

Mrs S Partington

Not present:
Mr I Dewar



Parish Clerk:
Rosie Hughes

Assistant Clerk:
Mrs M Wolland


Members of the Public: None present
Cllr L Dupré

62/20
To receive and note apologies for absence.

Apologies received and noted from Mr B Harker and Mr Andrew Newton
63/20
To receive declarations of interest
Mrs H Wales
Agenda item 70/20/3/iv      Personal interest
       Dec No: 342/20
64/20
Public Participation

No members of the public present
65/20
Matters for Information only. – None to report.
66/20
To approve the minutes of the meeting of Council held 25th August 2020.
It was proposed by Mrs Wales, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved following a vote of 8 for and 3 abstentions to approve the minutes of the 25th August 2020 as a true record of the meeting.
67/20
To receive and note the Resolution Action chart

The resolution chart was noted.
68/20
To receive reports from:

1. Cllr Lorna Dupre – Cambridgeshire County Council. – Noted
Updates – Local Covid -19 Live outbreak figures are coming through which are increasing, as they are nationally.

2. Cllr Lorna Dupre & Cllr Mark Inskip – East Cambridgeshire District Council – Noted
Updates – MOD homes Phase 2 – ECDC have refused a request for a copy of the agreement, the basis of the refusal is that the information requested is part of the planning application which will be submitted in the coming months.

3.
Questions from parish councillors.

69/20
Finance 

1. To approve payments
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Browne and resolved unanimously to approve the following payments:
a) Online Payments
September


Salary payments & expenses
£8,730.85
HMRC



Tax & NIC


£4,519.23
LGSS 



Pension


£920.44
SLCC 



Conference (virtual)

£30.00

ACE Security


CCTV/Intercom maintenance
£420.16

The Copier Warehouse

Photocopying


£85.06

Truelink Ltd


Grass maintenance

£537.12

ESPO Ltd


Cleaning/office materials
£33.15

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd

Easi-bins


£138.67

David Frear Plumbing

Replacement pump – pavilion
£954.00
ECDC



Newsletter printing

£145.00

Balfour Beatty


Street light maintenance

£93.60

Briar Security Systems

Glebe alarm call out

£174.00




b)
Direct Debits





Volkswagen Leasing

Van Lease


£242.99






The Peoples Pension

Pension


£172.45





ECDC



Non-domestic Rates

£567.00





PWLB



Loan 



£8,257.50






Excell



Mobile phones


£257.86





SSE



Floodlights – Electricity

£18.02





SSE



Glebe
 electricity

£101.11





SSE



Glebe electric


£18.02

2.
Covid-19 Grant 

1. Clerk to update on grant and new terms and conditions.

The clerk advised that the Cambridgeshire Foundation had agreed that the £2000 grant awarded from Hopkins home can be used solely toward Sutton Timebank within their normal remits. The other Covid-19 grant has had an extension to the deadline for spending until the 31st March, this will mean that Sutton Parish Council will be in a position to assist and support residents for a while longer.

70/20
Planning 

1. Planning Approvals 
i) 20/00393/FUL. Site North West Of Mepal Outdoor Centre Chatteris Road Mepal.  Creation of Site Office, ancillary plant, concrete road and vehicle parking at Anaerobic Digestion Plant (Retrospective) - Noted
ii) 19/01584/OUT. Land to North Side of Mill Field Sutton.  Proposed residential development of 9 dwellings, access road, parking, carports, visibility splays and associated site works - Noted
iii) 20/00640/FUL.  88 Bellairs Sutton.  Single storey rear extension - Noted
2. Planning Refusals

i) 19/00734/FUL. Site West Of Crown Yard Depot Station Road Sutton.  Proposed eight containers and yards - Noted
3. Planning Applications
i) 20/01011/FUM. Faerch Plast Ltd Elean Business Park Sutton.  Additional 6 No. Material storage Silos, Plant Enclosure extension, new loading area canopy and Pallet storage enclosure (Amendment The amendment involves the silos have been changed to being in a single line of six instead of two lines of three. The pallet loading area canopy has been repositioned to the right a few metres)  - ECDC to Determine
ii) 20/00992/FUL. 2 Sutton Park Sutton.  Single storey rear extension & first floor extension above existing garage - Noted
iii) 20/01122/FUL. 6 Eastwood Close Sutton.  Porch extension (It was noted that an amendment had been made to this application – Porch extension and new window) - - ECDC to Determine
iv) 20/01169/RMM. Land To The Rear Of Garden Close Sutton.  Reserved matters for Outline planning application 17/01445/OUM for erection of up to 53 houses to include public open space and details relating to access
It was proposed by Mr B Browne, seconded by Mr M Inskip and following a vote of 10 for and 1 Abstention to recommend outright refusal of the planning application as per the parish councils original concerns on application 17/01445/OUM. These are as follows:-

The site was granted outline planning consent on appeal on 18th January 2019 and is allocated for up to 53 dwellings including public open space to be constructed in accordance with the conditions set out in the inspector’s decision letter – appeal ref APP/V0510/W/18/3195976, or any subsequent approval. 
Additionally, the development should:

i. Be predominantly low-density single–storey dwellings

ii. Retain existing mature trees and hedgerows

iii. Preserve and enhance views from the south towards the church, from Lawn Lane eastwards and Station Road westwards across the cricket fields and open spaces 


Sutton Parish Council recommends outright refusal of permission for the following reasons:-

Whilst the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan was not ‘made’ at the time of the outline application, the granting of the outline permission at appeal was taken into account prior to the plan being ‘made’. The Sutton Neighbourhood Plan policy NP5 in the ‘made’ plan has been specifically incorporated to address reserved matters relating to this site and should be given full weight when the application is considered.


20/00177/RMM was refused on the grounds that the scale and form and density of the proposed development did not accord with the aims and objectives of the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 2019 policy NP5 which requires development on the site to be

predominantly low-density single-storey dwellings. The Sutton Parish Council believes that the new application also does not accord with policy NP5.

In addition the new application continues to show a lack of two bedroom market dwellings and does not adequately address the needs of an ageing population looking to downsize into homes suitable for lifetime occupation. The proposal therefore does not accord with Policy NP7 of the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 2019.

Sutton Parish Council has concerns that the maps used for parts of the application are incorrect/out of date and that boundaries of neighbouring properties have been miscalculated.

The application has errors regarding the name of our church, it is St Andrews Church not St Johns. There are also discrepancies regarding the proposed pumping station shown on the Outline illustrative master plan but no mention of this elsewhere in the application or on other plans provided. More information is needed on what this is for, who will be responsible and other matter relating to this.

Concerns regarding the topography of the site, if this application was to be approved a condition should be placed to ensure that the level of the land not be raised above the current level on Garden Close as this would affect the existing properties in regards to drainage and privacy

The drainage of the whole site is a concern raised by the Parish Council and we support the concerns of the residents.


In addition, Sutton Parish Council supports the concerns of local residents.
The Parish Council would like this application to be determined by the ECDC Planning Committee.  

4. Tree work applications and consents.
i) 20/00980/TRE. Consent - The Lodge 18 Sutton Park. T1 Silver Birch – Fell - Noted
ii) 20/00940/TPO. Consent – The Lodge 18 Sutton Park. T2 Chestnut – Crown reduction 1.5m on top and 2m on sides - Noted
iii) 20/00884/TCON. 72 The Row Sutton. To comply with Condition 5 (Tree Topping, Lopping & Felling) of Decision Notice 02/01156/FUL - Noted
iv) 20/00941/TPO. Consent - 17 Sutton Park Sutton. T1 Chestnut - Crown reduce by 2m top and 1.5 m sides - Noted
            5.
Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 
i) Cllr Inskip to report on NP working party meeting with Ian Poole.

There is a requirement to review the Neighbourhood plan within 2 years to safeguard the village envelope if the District Council doesn’t have a sufficient 5 year housing plan.
The process is complicated and unclear at present. 2 parts to this, does the DC local plan need to be revised.

The DC reviewed the LP in April 2020, they concluded that all policies were fine except the policy on Growth which relates to housing numbers that the NP needed to deliver. It hasn’t made a decision of when this needs to be done. 
There is uncertainty as to the method used to calculate the numbers as the DC are using an old methodology and the government opened a consultation on revising the methodology. It’s likely but not certain that the review will come back and say the DC has enough to meet the housing plan requirement. The risk is if they go through the exercise, they will need to make some new allocations in the district which mean new sites in the local area will need to be identified. Sutton have the NP however this may not be enough with their new calculations.

It was suggested by Ian Poole (Neighbourhood plan consultant) that Sutton completes a Housing needs survey of which there are grants available to assist with funding. This will then help to assess if Sutton’s Neighbourhood Plan meets or exceeds the housing needs and therefore if amendments need to be made.
There is no obligation to then make a review to the NP, but the survey could be the first stage to this.

A list of further questions were asked of the DC, we wanted to get more intent as to when they will revise the policy in the local plan and get more views and guidance in reviewing a NP. 

The PC would need to consider if we review the NP, the PC boundaries have changed since the NP was made in May 2019. The biggest amendment was that the Site nr Brick Lane in Mepal was originally allocated as being in Sutton Parish. This is now within Mepal’s boundary. The other small change are the houses to Witcham on the right side of the road between Mepal and Witcham, these are now classed as Mepal as well.
Sutton PC need to talk to Mepal PC before we decide to change the NP to seek their views. If they want to change the boundaries they would lose the protection of Suttons NP for the Brick Lane site. 

We need to look at site allocations for housing to as the Linden homes development will have their application submitted for the additional 173 houses, these may have been approved before any amendments are made to the NP. So, we would need to see what the implications of this would be. 


ii)
To consider recommendation from the working party:
1.
Start the process of the review in the back ground.




By:

a)
Look into and apply for the Locality technical grant for the housing needs assessment.





b)
List of questions to ask ECDC.





c)
Engage with Mepal Parish Council

d)
Talk to ECDC planning officer and Linden Homes regarding their timescale.
It was proposed by Mr Watson, seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to approve the following

a)
Look into and apply for the Locality technical grant for the housing needs assessment.





b)
List of questions to ask ECDC.





c)
Engage with Mepal Parish Council

d)
Talk to ECDC planning officer and Linden Homes regarding their timescale.

71/20
Committee and working parties

      1.
Environmental Working Party 

1. To receive notes from the Environmental Working party – 22nd August 2020 – Noted
The notes from the working party were discussed and it was noted that any funding requests, grants will need to go through the Parish Council in keeping with the financial regulations.
The working party also needs to appoint a new lead member and confirm a new name.


2.
To consider recommendations from the working party, and clerk’s additional information.




i)
Approve planting of the hedging at Tramar Drive as per the plans above.

ii)
Approve the planting of bulbs on the crescent of land at The Brook Corner.

iii)
Confirm that the grass cutting of both these areas is the responsibility of CCC and the contract is managed by Sutton Parish Council.
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Collard and resolved following a vote of 10 for and 1 abstention to approve the following recommendations and for the working party to come back to full council with a proposal for finance, the new grass cutting specification and new name.
 i)
Approve planting of the hedging at Tramar Drive as per the plans above.

ii)
Approve the planting of bulbs on the crescent of land at The Brook Corner.

iii)
Confirm that the grass cutting of both these areas is the responsibility of CCC and the contract is managed by Sutton Parish Council.
      2.
Village Hall Committee Meeting


1.
To received minutes of the meeting of 5th February 2020. - Noted
72/20
SPC Action Plan 2019 – 2020 - Noted

1.
To review Action Plan 2019 – 2020. – Noted 

2.
Council to discuss Action Plan for 2020-2021 (Current Financial Year).

It was noted that most of the actions on the current action plan had been completed or had already been assigned to a Working party. 

The outstanding actions being the Recycling centre (Pound Lane), what do we do with it? – Which will need to be discussed by full council as an Agenda item at a future meeting and the repurpose of the Community Room.

New items to add to the plan would be for the working parties to come back to full council with actions or recommendations 

2. To approve the Clerk to produce a Business Plan (April 2021).
It was proposed by Mr Inskip, seconded by Mr Watson and resolved following a vote of 10 for and 1 abstention to approve the Clerk to produce a Business Plan (April 2021)
73/20
ECDC – Policy on Helium filled balloons and lanterns.
1. To receive details of ECDC Policy on helium fill balloons and lanterns. – Noted 

East Cambridgeshire District Council passed a motion at Full Council on 16 July 2020 to:

· ban the release of all types of helium-filled balloons and sky lanterns on property and land owned by the District Council:

· ask all Parish and Town Councils within East Cambridgeshire to pass a similar motion to ban the release of all types of helium-filled balloons and sky lanterns on Parish and Town Council owned land: and 

· engage with local businesses, communities, landowners, schools and individuals in East Cambridgeshire, encouraging them to sign up to this initiative.
The problem
Balloons and sky lanterns pose a risk to buildings, dry standing crops, forestry, hay and straw stacks as well as wildlife habitats. Also, once balloons and sky lanterns have come to the end of their use, they leave behind litter.

East Cambridgeshire is a rural area with a diverse mix of wildlife, which we want to protect. Deflated balloons and balloon and sky lantern fragments are commonly mistaken for food by wildlife, and the strings used to tether balloons have also been known to cause danger to animals.

2.
To consider the support of the Campaign and the implementation of restrictions in Sutton.
The council has asked the Parish Clerk to speak to ECDC regarding enforcement and to other parishes
74/20
The Glebe Community Centre – alarm system.

1. To receive verbal report from the Clerk on current problem with alarm system.
There have been reported issues with the Glebe alarm going off randomly which is causing a nuisance to nearby residents. These can be caused by moths, spiders etc climbing over the sensors. 

The alarm has been recently serviced and there have been no faults identified

Due to the problems and staff being called out to check the alarm out of hours, the current system needs to be reviewed for health and safety.

2. To receive details of upgrade to alarm system, and costs. 
Briar Security offers to upgrade the existing control panel and keypad to a SPC4320 with SPCK421 keypad. Supply and install the IP module and connect to the router, this will then give the facility for the system to send push notifications of alerts and activations as well as view and control the system via SPC Connect for mobile devices. Additional App maintenance charge for Cloud access, for the annual sum. At a cost of £629.50 + VAT

3.
To discuss and approve upgrade to alarm system
It was proposed by Mr Collard, seconded by Mr Inskip and resolved unanimously to approve upgrade to alarm system at a cost of £629.50 + VAT
75/20
Date of Next Meeting(s)


Full Council – Tuesday 27th October 2020 (Via Zoom)

Personnel Committee meeting – 20th October 2020 (Via Zoom)
The meeting closed at 9:15pm

Signed……………………………………………………………..

Chairman

Date………………………………………………………………..
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